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principle determining it. The discovery of an appropriate
symbolic designation of the nature and essence of the uniting
force was reserved for a later cultural level.
In his classical work on Mana, Lehmann defines
mana as the " thing that is extraordinarily effective".
The psychical nature of mana is especially emphasized
by Preuse (Globus, Vols. 86-7), and Rohr (Anthropos,
xiv-xv).
We cannot escape the impression that the primitive con-
ception of mana is a pre-stage of our conception of psychic
energy and most probably of the energy-concept in general,1
The fundamental conception of mana goes back to personifica-
tions at the animistic level.2 Here we have souls, demons,
gods, which produce the most extraordinary effects. As
Lehmann rightly points out, nothing ' divine' attaches to
mana; accordingly one cannot see in mana the primitive
form of the idea of god. None the less, it cannot be denied
that mana is a necessary, or at least a very important, pre-
condition of the development of the idea of God; perhaps
even the most primitive of all pre-conditions. Another
indispensable pre-condition is the factor of personification,
for the explanation of which other psychological factors
have to be employed.
The almost universal distribution of the primitive energy-
concept is a clear expression of the fact that in earlier stages
1 Compare my discussion of the way in which Robert Mayer dis-
covered the concept of energy. The Unconscious in the Normal and
Pathological Mind in Two Essays on Analytical Psychology, Bailliere,
1928,
a Seligman (The Melanesians, pp. 640 ff.) reports observations
which show transitions of mana into animistic personifications. Such
a case is the labuni of the Gelaria people. Labuni is ' to send out'.
It has to do with the dynamic (magic) effects which enter into, or
can be applied to, others, and which derive from the ovaries of women
who have borne children. Labuni look like ' shadows'; they use
bridges to cross strearns, change themselves into animals, but other-
wise possess no personality or definable form. Similar to this is
the ayik conception of the Elgonyi in N. Kenya. (Personal obser-
vation.)

